Tricks, Tips, Cheats and Hacks for Pokemon GO 


Nintendo has struck gold with Pokemon GO, but how can you make the most of 
this augmented reality sensation? With these tips, that's how. 

Pokemon GO is a video game for mobiles and tablets that follows the same core 
gameplay experience fans of the series have been enjoying on Nintendo handhelds 
and consoles for almost two decades. As a trainer, players must explore the world, 
discovering, battling and capturing little critters called Pokemon. These creatures 
can be trained, improved and then used in future combat against AI controlled 
characters or human players to progress deeper into the game. The series generally 
gets the perfect mix of story, exploration and turn-based strategy combat just right, 
with players needing to balance and maximize the strengths and weaknesses of 
each character to counter and defeat their opponent. 

Pokemon GO’s big gimmick, however, is that players are not exploring a fantasy 
landscape that exists solely within the screen, but instead the real world. Exploring 
your local streets, landmarks, buildings and parks will allow you to come across 
Pokemon to battle and capture, and all important gyms that can be used to train-up. 
So if you’re wondering why a bunch of people are standing around a random 
location furiously interacting with their phone, that’s why. Before you go out into 
the wild, you’ll want to brush up some of the basics and features of the new mobile 
game so you can become a Pokemon Master that much quicker. So let’s start off 
with the basics. 

BASICS 

When you boot up Pokemon Go for the first time, you’ll have to customize your 
trainer, name him/her and then choose your starter Pokemon. You choose from 
either Bulbasaur, Charmander or Squirtle, the classic Gen 1 starters. 

Once you’ve caught your first Pokemon the real adventure begins with the 
interface showing your trainer walking on a Google Maps-esque layout. The GPS 
on your smartphone will pinpoint your location. On the map you can see 
landmarks that represent PokeStops and Gyms. You won’t be able to access them 
until you get closer to their destination, or in the case of Gyms at a certain level 
(more on Gyms and PokeStops below). 




Finding Pokemon 


You’ll also see rustling grass. If you walk towards it a Pokemon will appear and 
you will attempt to catch it. If you look on the bottom right corner of your screen, 
you can pull up the menu that tells you what Pokemon are near you. 

Each Pokemon will have zero to three footprints underneath them. Zero means 
they are really close and three means they are the furthest away. 

CATCHING POKEMON 

Catching a Pokemon in Pokemon Go is very different from the main games. You 
don’t use your party Pokemon to weaken a wild one, instead your catch rate is 
determined by a few factors. 

The Pokemon’s CP level, the type of Poke Ball you used, your throwing technique, 
and other factors come into play when determining whether the Pokemon can be 
successfully caught. 

Other Pokemon will simply run away so be sure to be quick. 





Squirtle in 


Your throwing technique is probably the one thing you’ll want to master. Your 
angle and force behind your throwing (which is a simple flick on the touchscreen) 
is a big factor. And, of course, you’ll want to hit the Pokemon with the Poke Ball. 

If you have the AR turned on, you'll want to center the Pokemon on the screen. 
Keep your phone steady as you throw but if you want an easier experience, turn the 
AR off and the Pokemon will remain centered. 

You'll also notice a ring inside a circle where the Pokemon is. When that ring 
(normally green) is at its smallest is when you'll want to throw your Poke Ball. 

Various habitats will determine what Pokemon is found. For example, water 
Pokemon will be found near bodies of water and beaches. Use the Nearby feature 
on the bottom of the screen to see which Pokemon are around. 

The item Incense will draw Pokemon toward your for 30 minutes, so be sure to use 
them when you are having trouble finding Pokemon in the wild. 

POKEMON TRAITS 

Now that you’ve caught a Pokemon, you can take a look at what it can do. A 
Pokemon’s Command Points (CP) determines how well they fight in battle. The 
higher the CP the better they fare. 

You’ll also notice that some Pokemon of the same species will have varying CP 
when they are captured. Keep that in mind when you are training them up as you’ll 
want to keep the highest CP Pokemon. 
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Pokemon of the same species can have different CP Niantic 

The higher your Trainer’s level, the higher CP Pokemon will appear. 


LEVELING UP/EVOLUTION 


If you want to level up your Pokemon, then you’ll have to use the Stardust gained 
from capturing Pokemon to do so. 

Evolving Pokemon takes an extra step that involves the Transfer function, the 
Professor, along with Pokemon-specific candies. 

POKESTOPS 

We mentioned PokeStops before and they are different areas around you that will 
give items and even Eggs. 

The markers on the map will show blue squares, once you are close enough you 
just spin the medal and items will drop. There is a cooldown for each PokeStop so 
be sure to check back to certain landmarks to see when you can get more items 
from the same area. 

EGGS 

When gathering items at PokeStops, you may find Eggs that will eventually hatch 
into Pokemon. To hatch these Eggs, you'll need to walk around a certain distance. 


The farther you have to walk, the rarer the Pokemon you'll find inside when it 
finally hatches. 




Eggs in 'Pokemon Go' Ingress 

You’ll need Incubators to hatch Eggs. There is one provided for you so only one 
Egg can be hatched at a time unless you purchase another one. 



ITEMS 


Like the Incubator and the Incense, there are plenty of different items in Pokemon 
Go. PokeStops are a great way to get more Poke Balls and other items. Serebii has 
a great listing of the differing items you can find, so check that out. 

But like many mobile games, there are micro-transactions that players can choose 
to purchase with real money. You can purchase Poke Dollars to get more items. 

You’ll gain Poke Dollars by leveling up and performing other tasks in-game but if 
you want to shorten the process than you can purchase using money. Check out the 
chart for micro-transactions below. 



The micro-transactions in 'Pokemon Go' Ingress 
BATTLING/GYMS 

After your trainer reaches Level 5 you can join a team (either Red, Blue or Yellow) 
and start to battle Gyms. 

Once you join a team, you can assign Pokemon you've caught to an open Gym or 
to a Gym where a team member has placed one of his or her Pokemon. Like 
PokeStops, Gyms can be found at real locations in the world. 

Only one Pokemon per player will be set at a particular Gym. 



How battles look in Pokemon Go Niantic 

If you want to tackle another team’s Gym, you’ll want to check out its stats. 
Prestige determines how difficult a Gym will be to take it over. Training Pokemon 
at your Gym will increase its Prestige, while losing battles to other teams' 
Pokemon will lower it. 






Training your Pokemon is simple, just visit a Gym that's already controlled by your 
team. Once there, you can train by battling against your own team's Pokemon. 
Defeat all of them and your Gym's Prestige will go up, making it more difficult to 
be defeated by another team. 

If the Gym's Prestige is reduced to zero, the defending team loses control of the 
Gym, and you or another player can then take control of it by assigning a Pokemon 
to protect it. 

Gyms are a collaborative effort in Pokemon Go so be sure to check back to your 
team’s Gyms once in a while and be sure to train your own Pokemon. 

If you want more in-depth details about Gyms and how they work, come over to 
our Gym Guide. 

HEALING/REVIVING 

When your Pokemon battle they will inevitably take damage and maybe even faint. 
Even if you win a battle, the damage your Pokemon take will not heal 
automatically and there are no Pokemon Centers. Instead you'll have to use special 
items. 




The distance of where Pokemon are in 'Pokemon Go' Niantic 


Trainers will also gain experience and gain levels as they travel and catch 
Pokemon. 

With Pokemon Go now available in all (if not most) of the world, trainers will be 
wondering how to train their Pokemon to become stronger and in some cases 
evolve into a new species. 

Pokemon Go doesn’t have the traditional battle structure as the classic games. You 
won’t gain experience from defeating other trainers' Pokemon, but in Pokemon Go 
there are other ways to make them stronger and it all comes down to catching the 
same Pokemon. 

When you catch a Pokemon, you’ll gain two items. The first is Stardust, this will 
be gifted to trainers every time you catch a Pokemon. 

The second item is a Pokemon-specific candy. For example, each Pidgey gives a 
certain number of Pidgey candy. You’ll need both items to level up and evolve 
your Pokemon. 

LEVELING UP 

Leveling up Pokemon in Pokemon Go is simple. Go to your Pokemon’s data and 
you will see gauges for Stardust and Candy. For the sake of the levels, you’ll want 
to worry about the Stardust gauge. You’ll need to fill up your Stardust gauge by 
catching more and more Pokemon. 
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The gauges each Pokemon in 'Pokemon Go' have Ingress Once you reached 
the mark, you just press the Power Up option. Simple as that. 

EVOLUTION 


Evolving your Pokemon in Pokemon Go will take up a lot more time. Those 
Pokemon-specific candies we mentioned before? You’ll need a lot more of those 
and can only be found from that specific ‘Mon. 


The easiest way to achieve evolution is to catch a bunch of the same Pokemon until 
your Candy gauge is filled. 


However, you’ll need to use the TRANSFER option first. This is essentially 
releasing your Pokemon into the wild but when you do so, the Professor will gift 
you with that Pokemon’ s candies. 



The Transfer option in 'Pokemon Go' Ingress 


So choose the one Pokemon you wish to evolve and transfer the others until you 
have the number of candies needed for evolution. Then you press the Evolve 
option in the Pokemon's page. 

Each Pokemon evolution takes a certain number and rarer ones like Starter 
Pokemon are harder to find in the wild so good luck catching and evolving them all 
trainers. 







GYM GUIDE 


So you’re playing Pokemon Go and you’ve caught a bunch of cool Pokemon. Now 
what? Time to see if you’re strong enough to challenge your local gym! To take on 
a gym, you’ll need to prepare in multiple ways, so let's walk through how to get 
ready and take on a gym to become the next gym leader. 

Level Up 

First things first: you’ll need to be at least Level 5 to fight in a gym. To level up, 
catch Pokemon and visit PokeStops. Even catching Pokemon you already have will 
still give you at least 100 extra XP, so don’t skip out on anyone. 

Once you are Level 5, the next step is to pick a team. The choices include Team 
Instinct (the yellow team), Team Mystic (the blue team) and Team Valor (the red 
team). The team color you pick shows what gyms you need to fight against, and 
the gyms you can ally with to strengthen. Your team pick doesn’t seem to have any 
advantages beyond simply picking a color, at least for right now. 

Once you’ve teamed up, you can see gyms on your map. They should be large 
objects with Pokemon on top, and are probably either blue, yellow or red. The 
color represents the team that currently controls the gym. Silver gyms are currently 
uninhabited, so go and claim the gym for your team. 

Claiming a Gym 

Gyms all have a prestige level. The more the gym wins against opponents, the 
higher the prestige. If opponents come in and beat the gym leaders, the prestige 
lowers. When prestige for a gym reaches 0, the gym leader is forced out and the 
winning trainer can set themselves up as the new leader. 

Gyms also have levels of their own. The higher level the gym is, the more people 
on your team can put Pokemon in the gym. The more Pokemon there are in a gym, 
the harder it is for challengers to take the gym over. 

Gym Battles 

To claim a gym, you must fight for it. To take on a gym leader, you get to select up 
to six Pokemon to bring with you. 


To attack, simply tap on the enemy Pokemon. This will cause your Pokemon to do 
its basic move. A second move gets charged up over the course of the fight, 
unleashing automatically once the charge is full. When the enemy Pokemon 
attacks, swipe to the side to try and dodge the incoming blows. 

Healing Guide: How to Heal and Revive Your Injured Pocket Monsters 

Now that Pokemon Go is out, everyone is wondering how you can catch, train, 
fight, and heal your Pokemon. If you need to heal or revive your Pokemon, follow 
these simple steps: 

1 . Press the Poke Ball icon at the bottom of your map screen 

2. Click "Items" 

1 . If your Pokemon has 0 HP left, select Revive 

2. If your Pokemon has 1 or more HP, select Potion 

3. The next screen shows which of your Pokemon are injured or fainted; select 
which one you want to heal 

4. Repeat for all injured or fainted Pokemon 

Revives will bring a fainted Pokemon back to life, but will not heal the Pokemon. 
Basic Potions will only heal 20 HP, so higher level Pokemon may take more than 
one Potion to fully heal. 

If you do not have any Potions or Revives, simply walk around to PokeStops and 
give the icons a spin. While most PokeStops will only give out Poke Balls, many 
will give Eggs, Potions or Revives. PokeStops also refresh every five minutes, so 
you can keep returning to the same location again and again for more supplies. 

It seems Potions and Revives will not drop until you have reached Level 5. You 
can't battle in gyms before getting to Level 5 anyway, so you should have no need 
to heal before then. 


Battery Saver Guide: Quick Tips To Fix Power Drain 


Pokemon Go is finally here and prospective trainers can go out into the wild and 
catch their favorite Pokemon. But let’s face it, the app itself is a major battery 
drain. 

Reports from users have stated the game will drain a fully charged smartphone in 
about three hours. That’s not very long, especially if you’re heading to work or 
school and may not have your charger handy. 

Well, don’t fret: we compiled some simple and inexpensive ways to extend your 
battery life while playing Pokemon Go. 

BRIGHTNESS, WIFI AND BLUETOOTH 

The first step to extending your Pokemon Go playtime is to tinker with the settings 
on your phone. For one, adjust the brightness of your phone’s screen. This is the 
easiest way to conserve battery for Pokemon Go, or in general. 

Lower the brightness to where you are still comfortable looking at the screen and 
you’ll solve one issue. 

We also suggest turning off the Wi-Fi on your phone. If you’re traveling outdoors, 
you won’t be using much Wi-Fi, so it’s better to just turn it off and go straight 
Internet. While the Wi-Fi is on, your phone will actively look to tether to a 
connection, which drains the battery faster. 

Of course, going with only the Internet will use up your phone’s data so do so with 
caution. 

You’ll also want to turn off the Bluetooth. Unless you’re using the Pokemon Go 
Plus wristband (which doesn't come out until the end of July) you should have it 
off. 

TURN OFF OTHER APPS 

There are normally apps running in the background of your phone that you may 
not even realize are active. 

Go into your SETTINGS -> APPS -> RUNNING and then you can press an App 
and force it to stop. 


In iOS, double-click the home button to display all the Apps currently running. 
Then swipe up on each App you want to close down. 

IN-GAME SETTINGS 


Within Pokemon Go you can adjust the settings to help your battery. First off, 
you’ll want to turn off the sound and SFX of the app. You’ll only need the vibrate 
function to really get the most of the app. 
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The Pokemon Go settings Niantic 

You’ll also want to thi nk about turning off the AR function. While it takes away 
your “real world” feel of the game, it uses your camera which drains some battery. 


Price Guide: Price List for All Microtransactions 


Like most mobile games, Pokemon Go features some microtransactions, but they 
aren’t too bad. Below is a list of everything you can purchase in the game, and how 
much it all costs. 

Pokemon Go Prices 


There are only seven different items you can actually buy in Pokemon Go, and 
many of the items you can get for free from PokeStops. Each item costs Pokecoins, 
the in-game currency. It should be noted players can only carry 350 items at once, 
unless you buy the bag upgrade, so don’t stock up too much on the items you get 
commonly from PokeStops. The items up for purchase are as follows: 

20 Poke Balls - 100 Pokecoins 

100 Poke Balls - 460 Pokecoins 

200 Poke Balls - 800 Pokecoins 

1 Incense - 80 Pokecoins 

8 Incense - 500 Pokecoins 


25 Incense - 1250 Pokecoins 
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Pokemon Go's cost for Poke Balls, Incense and more Niantic 

1 Lucky Egg - 80 Pokecoins 
8 Lucky Eggs - 500 Pokecoins 
25 Lucky Eggs - 1250 Pokecoins 
1 Lure Module - 100 Pokecoins 


8 Lure Module - 680 Pokecoins 
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Pokemon Go's price for Lucky Eggs, Lure Modules and more Niantic 

Egg Incubator - 150 Pokecoins 

Bag Upgrade - 200 Pokecoins 

Pokemon Storage Upgrade - 200 Pokecoins 
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The cost of the Bag Upgrade, Pokemon Storage Upgrade and more in 
Pokemon Go Niantic 


Pokecoin Costs 

It looks like as of right now, the only way to get Pokecoins is to buy them with real 
money. There are six different tiers for buying coins, and the prices are as follows: 

100 Pokecoins - $0.99 

550 Pokecoins - $4.99 

1200 Pokecoins - $9.99 

2500 Pokecoins - $19.99 

5200 Pokecoins - $39.99 

14500 Pokecoins - $99.99 
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The Cost of Pokecoins in Pokemon Go Niantic 




How to Find Rare Pokemon 


Pokemon hunting gets stale after crossing your 24th Pidgey and 37th Caterpie. It’s 
nice to have an army of woodland creatures like Snow White but where are the 
Rare Pokemon and the Legendary Pokemon such as Mew, Psyduck, Zapdos, 
Snorlax, and Moltres? 

How to Find Rare Pokemon 


Millions of Pokemon trainers are pounding pavement in search of the hard-to-find 
‘pocket monsters’. Some want them for bragging rights while others want the 
ultimate weapon against a competing faction. Whatever the reason, you just HAVE 
to catch ‘em all. So how do you do it? 

Which Pokemon are Rare and Legendary? 

Know when you’ve found a gem of a Pokemon by knowing which are Rare and 
Legendary. 

What’s the difference between the two? Rare Pokemon have been known to exist 
in the game while being difficult to locate. Legendary Pokemon are the rarest 
creatures in the Pokemon universe — so rare that few (if any) have actually seen 
them. 

It’s already been confirmed that Legendary-status Pokemon are hiding latent in the 
code of the game and have yet to make an appearance. Articuno, Moltres, Zapdos, 
and Ditto were revealed by a fan. Speculation swirls that Niantic, the game’s 
developer, might be withholding these Legendary monsters for a major in-game 
event or to make an appearance in conjunction with the release of the Pokemon 
Sun and Pokemon Moon games in November 2016. 

Since Legendary Pokemon won’t be making an appearance anytime soon, let’s get 
down to brass tacks and discuss the findable Rare Pokemon. 

Change your environment to find “Rare” Pokemon 

Searching for lists of Rare Pokemon on the internet might make you feel smart but 
they will lead you on a wild goose chase. Don’t use internet lists to determine what 
is Rare ! 


Rare Pokemon change from location to location depending on a number of factors 
such as player population density, proximity to certain types of landscapes, and 
nearby landmarks. Some players have reported an increased likelihood of certain 
types of Pokemon to appear when they change locations or try hunting at different 
times of the day. 

Being close to water can make water-type Pokemon appear 

Psychic- and ghost-type Pokemon can be found around cemeteries 

Fire- and ground-type Pokemon are more likely to appear in arid desert climates 

See how these “Rare” Pokemon will be entirely different depending on your 
surroundings? A Magikarp would be a fish out of water in the desert, Charmander 
would be at risk of his fire getting put out near a lake, and Ghastly would be hard 
to find in the dark. 

How to use the “Nearby” menu to find Rare Pokemon 

The most helpful tool you have in the game to help you find Pokemon is the 
“Nearby” menu in the bottom right-hand corner of the screen. It shares how close 
certain Pokemon are to you. 

Pokemon Go Nearby Menu 

If you’re looking for a Rare one, you’ll want to track the monsters that are grayed 
out behind a silhouette. Those are the ones you have not yet caught and recorded 
into your Pokedex. The closer the Pokemon is, the fewer “footprints” it will have 
underneath the silhouette. 

Keep this menu open and “circle” the Pokemon you want to capture by clicking on 
it. Watch as this circled silhouette shifts up and down the menu based on 
proximity: the further right and down the silhouette is, the further away it is from 
you. If the Pokemon is moving down the menu, turn around and walk in the 
opposite direction to see if it gets closer. Pokemon listed on this “Nearby” menu 
will never be more than a few blocks away. 

Know the shapes of Rare Pokemon 

Get familiar with the Rare Pokemon for your area. Knowing their shapes will help 
you identify their silhouettes on the “Nearby” Pokemon guide. 



It’s rumored that Pokemon GO monsters are limited to only the first 150 in the 
series’s universe. (This is helpful to know since there are well over 720 Pokemon 
in the franchise!) However, many of these first 150 include the evolved versions of 
the same “family”. For example, little Bulbasaur can evolve into Ivysaur and, 
eventually, the powerful Venusaur. 

Review this list of the first 150 Pokemon. Note their general shape, as these are 
standard images used in Pokemon GO, too. click on the monster to see what type 
they are, and consider which would be easy and challenging to locate in your 
neighborhood. 

Use Pokemon GO Power-ups 

Having a hard time finding contrary Pokemon types in your environment? Try 
luring them out of hiding with power-ups you can find or purchase in Pokemon 
GO. 

Incense: Draws Pokemon to you if you’re staying put in one area for 30 minutes. 
Great for home playing. 

Lure Module: These boosters can be plugged into PokeStops (where supplies are 
scavenged) to draw out more monsters for up to 30 minutes and light up the 
PokeStop to other players who are tracking them. Purchase these in the game’s 
store for roughly $1 each. 

If a quick fix doesn’t boost results, there’s always the long-term strategy. . . 

Level Up as a Pokemon Trainer 

Some Rare Pokemon are evolved versions of ‘younger’ relatives that you’ve been 
carrying around. These evolved Pokemon can be acquired in two ways: by 
evolving them using PokeCandy, or by capturing them in the wild. 

Pokemon GO Level Up 

Evolve a Pokemon using Candy that is unique to that specific monster. Candy is 
collected when you transfer any monster in that evolution back to Professor 
Willow, when you catch that Pokemon in any evolution in the wild, and when an 
egg of that monster hatches. It can cost a lot of Candy to evolve a Pokemon, 
inherently making them Rare. For example, Magikarp requires a boat-load of 400 
Magikarp Candy. 



To capture them in the wild, make sure you’re pushing your Trainer levels. You 
can level up by doing just about anything in the game: walking around, overturning 
PokeStops and collecting provisions, buying power-ups, catching Pokemon, 
battling at gyms, and more. Additional levels (particularly those at Level 10 and 
beyond) will unlock access to new Pokemon. 

Position yourself to find a Rare Pokemon 

Finding the right spot at the right time can be key to a successful Rare capture. 
There’s no guarantee or shortcut to finding this or else everyone would be doing it. 
But you can increase your chances by taking a few simple steps. 

Get out: Start walking everywhere with your Pokemon GO app open when it’s 
safe to do so. You’re increasing your chances of “bumping into” that Rare 
Pokemon. Go to different cities, different types of terrain, and get out at different 
times of the day and night. 

Go where the people are: Pokemon are lured to areas with more people playing 
the game. Head into the city, visit busy parks, and join local play-through meetups. 

Hang around lure modules: You might not always be able to fund a Lure 
installation but you can benefit from existing lures. Just look for the red and pink 
confetti around PokeStops. A generous trainer or business dropped one there to 
share. 

There is no simple solution to landing Rare Pokemon. But with a combination of 
luck, knowledge, and ingenuity, you’ll be bragging about those oft-unheard of 
Pokemon and how you sprinkled it with a little of your PokeBall swagger. 



FAQs 


What is a PokeStop? 

All over the Pokemon Go map you'll see blue makers, these are PokeStop and each 
one is a landmark in real life - almost anything can be a PokeStop from a plaque 
on the wall to a statue to an entire building. 

You'll need PokeStops to gain resources so when you're near one click on it and 
spin the icon. You'll be given items such as Pokeballs, Potions and Revives. Once 
used, a PokeStop will turn pink but wait five minutes and you'll be able to use it 
again. You also get 50 XP for each use which is a bonus. PokeStops are the best 
way of getting more Pokeballs but you can also buy them in the shop. 

Why does a PokeStop have petals coming out of it? This means someone has used 
a Lure Module on it and wild Pokemon will be attracted to the location for 30 
minutes - it benefits all trainers. 

What is a Pokemon Gym? How do I battle? 

On the Pokemon Go map, gyms are the larger and more elaborate markers and also 
use real-life landmarks. It works quite differently to the normal games though, so 
there's no AI gym leader and no gym badges to collect either. 

You'll need to be level 5 to visits a Pokemon Go Gym and if it’s the same colours 
as your team you can store Pokemon there to become a Gym Defender (or train to 
gain XP and increase the gym’s prestige points if there's no space). Once you are 
you can get your Defender Bonus - head to the Shop then click on the shield to get 
free PokeCoins and Stardust. As long as you haven't been defeated by someone, 
you can check back every 20 hours to get more free stuff. 

If the gym isn't your team's color you'll need to battle the Gym Defender to take it 
over. Gym Battles are not turn based like normal Pokemon but you also can't spam 
moves. Tap the screen to attack and swipe to the sides to dodge attacks. Once the 
meter under your Pokemon's health bar is full you can use its special attack. 


When you defeat the gym's Pokemon you lower its level and prestige, when it hits 
0 the gym is defeated and can be claimed - be quick because if the player(s) you 
just defeated are nearby they can jump back on the gym when it’s neutral. 

Once you have a gym you can raise its level of prestige by training - essentially 
fighting your own Pokemon to create more spaces for Pokemon and therefore 
make it harder to defeat. 

Where can I find Pokemon? 


Pokemon Go somewhat mimics the traditional games so you will be more likely to 
find Pokemon in green areas such as parks and you'll be more likely to find water 
Pokemon when you're near, well, water. 

It's not limited to those areas though and you can find Pokemon no matter where 
you are, there should always be at least a handful nearby. 

In the bottom right corner of the screen is where you can see what Pokemon are 
nearby. Tap it and you'll see silhouettes of any Pokemon you haven't seen yet. The 
footprints underneath each one indicate how far away they are from you - choose a 
particular one to track it. Once the footprints are all gone the Pokemon is very 
close and you can stop and wait for it to appear. 

If you're struggling to find Pokemon you can use Incense which you'll have two of 
in your Items from the off. After use Pokemon will be attracted to your location for 
30 minutes. You can also buy Lure Modules from the shop - these lure Pokemon 
to PokeStops for 30 minutes and also benefit other trainers in the area. Make sure 
you click on the stop you want to use one on first as you can't go straight to items. 

How to catch Pokemon 


In Pokemon Go you'll need Pokeballs to catch Pokemon - that makes sense and 
you'll need to flick each Pokeball towards the Pokemon you're trying to catch. Try 
and keep the throw down the middle of the screen. 

The color of the ring indicates how hard the catch will be - Green is easy, yellow is 
intermediate and red is hard. You'll notice that the ring gets smaller in a looped 
animation - landing the Pokeball when it's at its largest is the aim. 



To make a catch easier you can use Razz Berries and better Pokeballs also feature 
in the game - Great Balls, Ultra Balls, and Master Balls. 

Is there any point catching duplicate Pokemon? 

In a word, yes. Not only will catching duplicate Pokemon gain you more XP, you'll 
get additional Stardust and Candy for that Pokemon - the latter you'll need to 
evolve Pokemon. 

How many Pokemon are there? What are the rarest? 

In Pokemon Go there are 151 Pokemon to catch which matches the original 
number of the Red and Blue versions. However, not all have been seen yet 
including Ditto, Mew, Mewtwo, Zapdos, Moltres and Articuno. They are in the 
source file for the app, though. 

Where to find the rarest Pokemon 


You might think that you'll need to splash out on some long haul flights, climb 
mountains and explore rainforests to find the rarest Pokemon but that's fortunately 
not the case. 

Instead, the Pokemon you find in the game will change based on your personal 
level. The higher level you are, the more likely you are to find rare Pokemon. 

What are Stardust and Candy for and how do I collect them? 

In Pokemon Go it's a bit confusing as to what items like Stardust and Candy are 
for. Well Stardust is only used for powering up your Pokemon to increase their 
Combat Power. Candy is used both for powering up and evolution. 

Neither Stardust nor Candy are available to buy from the shop so you'll need to 
gain them by catching Pokemon. You can also get candy by hatching Pokemon. 

How do you train a Pokemon? 

Another area where Pokemon Go differs to regular Pokemon games is training 
your Pokemon. Instead of battling to train and level up Pokemon things are a bit 
simpler in Pokemon Go. 






You'll notice that each Pokemon has a CP number which stands for 'combat 
power’, the higher the better of course. Using a combination of Stardust and Candy 
for that type of Pokemon you can power up to increase the CP number. 

The only other thing you can do to make a Pokemon more powerful is to evolve it. 

How to evolve a Pokemon in Pokemon Go 


To evolve a Pokemon you simply trade in the correct amount of candy for that 
type. Catching duplicate Pokemon gets you three each candy and then transferring 
it gets you another one. Four candy for each duplicate is very valuable. 

When you have enough candy simply choose which Pokemon you want to evolve 
and click Evolve. When you evolve a Pokemon it will be fully healed and new 
moves will be selected at random. 

How to gain XP and level up in Pokemon Go 

In Pokemon Go there are lots of things you can do to gain XP, in fact, most things 
will give you XP apart from walking. Using PokeStops, catching Pokemon and 
being awesome at throwing Pokeballs are all good. 

As well as the breakdown below, consider using Lucky Eggs to level up faster. 
When activated you'll gain double XP for 30 minutes - so save things like 
evolutions, Incense and Lure Modules for when you are going use one. 

Here's a breakdown of XP in Pokemon Go 


Catch a Pokemon - 100 XP 
Evolve a Pokemon - 500 XP 
Hatch an egg - 200 XP 
Visit a PokeStop - 50 XP 
Catch a new Pokemon - 500 XP 


Excellent throw - 100 XP 



Great throw - 50 XP 


• Nice throw - 10 XP 

• Curve ball - 10 XP 

How to hatch eggs in Pokemon Go 

Eggs in Pokemon Go won't just hatch on their own, you've got to put them in an 
incubator. You can only put one egg in an incubator at a time and you'll find one 
with unlimited uses in your Items from the beginning. 

Each egg has a distance in km associated to it, and you'll have to walk this far 
before it hatches. Note that you'll need the app open and running for it to record 
any distance covered - it uses a combination of GPS and your device's pedometer 
to track. Before you get any ideas, you can't go around in a car or other vehicle to 
trick the system. 

When the distance is reached, your egg will hatch and you'll have a new Pokemon 
- we've seen everything from a Weedle to a Charmander. Pokemon from eggs tend 
to have higher CP and batter moves than wild ones. 

What does the battery saver do? 

The battery saver is a must for Pokemon Go players since the app is a big batter 
drainer thanks to its use of the screen, data and GPS. 

Access and switch on the battery saver in the setting menu and once it’s on you can 
leave the app running to gain distance (for eggs) and get notifications for when 
Pokemon are nearby. Turning your phone upside-down will switch the screen off 
so you can still play while walking around without being glued to the screen. 

Even with the battery saver you might need some extra juice so check out the best 
power banks and portable chargers. 



Pokemon Go Teams 


Once you reach level 5 in Pokemon Go you'll be faced with an important decision 
- which team to join: 

Team Instinct (Yellow) Zapdos - believes you will never lose when you trust your 
insincts. 

Team Mystic (Blue) Articuno - studies Pokemon evolution. 

Team Valor (Red) Moltres - values training and true strength. 

Which team you choose doesn't appear to affect the gameplay so the real difference 
is in the gyms. If there are gyms nearby of a certain colour you can join them if 
there’s a space. However, if they are a different colour then you need to battle that 
gym to take it over. 

Our recommendation is that you pick the same team colour as your friends so you 
can help each other defeat and then defend gyms. 

How to exit the Pokemon Go app 

If you've had enough for the day or the Pokemon Go app has crashed, you can't 
just keep hitting back to quit. On Android and iPhone you'll need to open recent 
apps and then quit the app. If it’s crashed then you can now reopen to log in again. 

I can’t access Pokemon Go: 'Our servers are experiencing issues. Please come back 
later' error 

Pokemon Go is proving extremely popular (it's almost overtaken Twitter for daily 
active users already) so the servers are taking a bit of a battering. If you see the 
above message when trying to play, try quitting the app and opening it again - 
instructions above. 



Quick Tips, Cheats, Hacks and Tricks 


These top tips are essential for any new trainer. 

1. Battery saver 

First things first; head into the settings for the app and make sure the Battery Saver 
option is selected. 

2. Charge up 

Make sure your phone is fully charged before you go on a lengthy expedition. The 
game is quite battery intensive If you’re going on an extended trip, make sure you 
bring your charging cables with you or a top-up device. Check out our guide for 
the best options. 

3. Lav low when your battery is nearly dead 

If you’re aware that you’re about to run out of battery, try not to engage in a battle 
or an attempt to capture a Pokemon, as having your phone die in the middle of 
such an activity is incredibly frustrating. 

4. How to get Pikachu as you starter Pokemon 

As soon as you begin the game, you should see three Pokemon appear in the world, 
and you can choose which one to capture in order to start your Pokemon collection. 
There is a fourth secret Pokemon as well, and it's the famous icon of the series, 
Pikachu. In order to get him, ignore your first three Pokemon and walk away until 
they disappear. Eventually they will pop up a second time, at which point you 
should walk away again. They will appear a third time; walk away again. The 
fourth time you walk away, when they reappear you will see Pikachu and can 
select him as you first Pokemon. 


5. Take advantage of every Pokestop 


After you have captured your first Pokemon, you will notice a large number of 
blue icons on your map. These reference a Pokestop. They usually tie into a 
significant landmark like a building or sculpture and by getting close to them, 
tapping on them and spinning the coin, you will receive some free items. 

6. Head for popular Pokestops 

The number of free items that you get from a Pokestop is directly tied into its 
popularity. So if you are wandering around your local streets and not getting much 
for your efforts, going to an area with more people - such as a local bus stop, cafe 
or park - will reward you with more free items. Pokestops with a module attached 
(identified by a flurry of pink leaves) are not necessarily "popular", but it's safe to 
assume people in the area will be flocking to those spots. 

7. Choose a unique nickname for each Pokemon 

As soon as you capture a Pokemon, we recommend renaming it. You can do this 
by entering the Pokemon option of the menu and selecting the fresh recruit. 
Naming a Pokemon gives you a much stronger psychological connection to the 
beast and an ability to recall their journey in your game. 

8. Curse words are fine, for now... 

If you like using curse words in your names, get in quick. At this stage they're 
allowed, but we suspect than Nintendo will revoke that latitude in a future update 
once the fun police catch wind of it. 

9. Get to know your Pokemon silhouettes 

In the bottom-right corner of the map, you will see icons appear that reveal when a 
Pokemon is in the vicinity. However, if you have yet to catch that Pokemon, its 
identity is shrouded and you can only make out the shape. This can put you in a 
situation where you need to focus on one particular Pokemon over the other; so it’s 
a good idea to learn the various shapes. This allows you to make the right decision 
on who to go after. 



10. Trade in Pokemon with lower CP for candy 


Candy is the currency you can use to evolve your Pokemon into more powerful 
critters, and one key way of earning candy is to trade-in Pokemon to Professor 
Willow. Often you will catch a Pokemon you already have, which frees one up to 
be traded to the Professor, however, but careful which one you trade. They are 
unlikely to have the same stats, weight and attacks, so you want to make sure you 
keep the strongest version, and trade the weakest. 

Tips for battling gyms in Pokemon GO 

Once you've got the grit to take on your closest gym, these tips can help lead you 
to victory. 

11. Gyms don't become available until level 5 

If you are wondering why you cannot take on gyms at first, it is probably because 
you haven’t reached the level threshold. You need to reach Level 5 before the 
gyms will appear at your map, at which time they populate just like a Pokestop. 

12. Don't go in expecting a traditional gym battle 

Gym battles are not turn-based like traditional Pokemon games, so be careful not 
to spend too much thought on picking the right Pokemon and certainly don’t wait 
for your time to play. Just start tapping the screen as fast as you can. Even if you’re 
worried about your Pokemon dying, just stay the course and keep tapping in those 
initial GYM battles. 

13. Try your best to dodge incoming attacks 

You can attempt to dodge incoming attacks in Pokemon GO by swiping left or 
right. Enemy attacks are poorly signposted, so successfully avoiding an attack 
sometimes feels like sheer luck. We recommend looking out for the description of 
the enemy's next attack, it's the only way to tell they're about to strike. 



14. Use your special attack at your own risk 


A Pokemon's secondary and more powerful attack can be used by holding your 
finger down on the screen. While this deals more damage than your standard 
attack, it take longer to charge up and you can still be hit when the attack's 
animation plays out. This leaves you vulnerable to a flurry of the enemy's quicker 
standard attacks. 

15. Check yourself before you wreck yourself 

Before you attack a gym, make sure you check who is inside. Along the top of the 
screen you will see the name of the gym, its level and its occupants. The leader of 
the Pokemon will be indicated by a crown, and dots represent the rest. Scanning 
this information is a good way to know what best to do. 

Be warned; when you first enter the gym the first Pokemon you see is the lowest- 
level occupant. So don’t judge the battles that are set to come by that first 
encounter 

16. Team up for a takedown 

Don’t be surprised if you discover another team is attacking the gym at the same 
time as you - you will see them on your screen as you are battling. In fact, this can 
work to your advantage as you can work together to take down each of the three 
Pokemon gyms leaders. 

17. Reaping the rewards of your win 

Inside the shop in the top right corner there is a shield icon; this can be tapped once 
every 20 hours. Upon doing so you will receive coins and dust, with the amount 
dependent on the number of Pokemon you have residing in gyms. Therefore, it is 
wise to resist the urge to hit the shield right on the 20-hour mark, and instead best 
to secure any local gyms first. 

18. Is there any difference between the Pokemon Go teams? 

When you first begin a gym battle you are asked to select a team. There is no 
obvious differences between the two beyond how your feel about the colour. 
However, be warned; once you select a team colour, it cannot be changed. 




19. Is it worth changing the Pokemon in your attacking team? 


The game will auto populate a team attacking gym with your six strongest 
Pokemon, however, you may want to swap out the lower critters for ones that are 
just out of the top six, but are a strong super effective type against the defending 
Pokemon. They can make the battle easier. 

20. How much must the prestige of a gym go down before it is defeated? 

Each Pokemon stationed at a gym is worth 2000 prestige, so as they are defeated it 
will be lowered by that much. 

21. How many opponents are at a gym? 

The level of a gym, which is located on its top, will show you how many Pokemon 
are inside. A level 3 gym will have three Pokemon, for example. 

22. Which Pokemon are in the gym? 

To tell who is in the gym, first click on it and the swipe in either direction. This 
will not only show the Pokemon inside, but their combat power. 

23. How to become leader of a Pokemon Go gym 

The Pokemon inside the gym that is the leader is the one with the highest combat 
power. So in order to become the leader in your team’s gym, add a Pokemon that 
has a higher CP than those already stationed there. 

24. How does combat work at a gym? 

Combat unfolds in real-time, and every tap you make on the screen counts as an 
attack. Therefore, you simply need to tap quicker than your opposition. 

25. How do the blue bar special attacks work? 

Every time you tap the screen and attack, you build up the blue bars. When you 
select a Pokemon, you will see next to its skill how many blue bars it needs to have 
filled until its special attack becomes available. So once you have filled those blue 
bars, simply hold down on the screen to unleash the special attack. 


26. Should I swap out a Pokemon while in combat? 


As well as dodge, attack and special attack, you can also sap out Pokemon during 
battle. However, this is frequently not worthwhile as the combat is in real-time, 
and while the swap is in process you will be losing health. 

27. Keep at it 

A gym may take more than one battle to be conquered. In fact, prepare to go back 
and fight multiple times until it is returned to a neutral state. 

28. Why can’t I battle for a Pokemon Go gym? 

If you are unable to battle for gym, it is because you either have not reached level 
5, or you are not within range. 

29. Why can I only choose one Pokemon at the gym? 

This is because your team already controls the gym, so you are not attacking and 
rather defending. In this case you can only select one Pokemon to add to the 
defence. 

30. How do you take over a Pokemon Go gym? 

You cannot take over an occupied gym until it’s become white. To make it white, 
you need to bring down its prestige through battling. Once you have brought down 
a gym’s prestige enough, the current team will be kicked out and you can take it 
over by placing a Pokemon inside. 

31. Easiest way to lower a gym’s prestige. 

When you click on the boxing glove icon while at a gym, you will initiate combat. 
First the game will auto-present you with a team of six Pokemon, who have the 
highest CP in your collection. While you have dodge and power moves at your 
disposal, the quickest way to earn a victory is often just to tap as quickly as 
possible. 



32. Can I use a Pokemon when it is stationed at a 


No you cannot. When you have placed a Pokemon in a gym, it is removed from 
your roster and cannot be used in other fights, powered-up or evolved. 

33. Maximise your gold with an unwanted Pokemon 

If you have a second version of a Pokemon you are thinking of trading in for one 
candy, consider instead placing it in a gym. This way you can earn gold and 
stardust from the shop, and when it is defeated, you can trade it in for candy 
without having to worry about re-healing it. 

34. What happens when my defending Pokemon gets defeated ta a gym? 

If your Pokemon is defeated at a gym while defending it from invaders, it will be 
returned to your roster, but with only one health. 

35. Why can’t I add my Pokemon to a gym? 

a. You are only allowed to add full-health Pokemon to the defence of a gym, so 
you will need to heal any damaged Pokemon before they can be a defender. 

b. You already have a Pokemon in the gym, and one train can only have one 
Pokemon per gym. 

c. A gym can only carry the same amount of Pokemon as its level, too, so it could 
be that the gym is already full. 

36. How to increase the level of a gym? 

If your team already owns a gym and you want to increase its level, you need to 
train your Pokemon. You do this by sending a single Pokemon - not six - up 
against the defending Pokemon. Each time you train you add more prestige, and 
once the prestige hits 2000 the gym levels-up. 




37. What rewards does a Pokemon in a gym earn you? 


You can claim rewards from the shop every 20-hours that are based on the number 
of Pokemon you have in a gym. You get 10 gold coins and 500 stardust for each 
Pokemon in a gym up to ten Pokemon. So the maximum you can collect in a 20- 
hour window is 100 gold coins and 5000 stardust. 

38. Do I still get my gym reward for my Pokemon if it gets defeated? 

No you don’t. You can only claim you rewards once every 20-hours, and if your 
Pokemon is defeated and removed from a gym in that window, when you go to 
collect from the shop you will have one less Pokemon’s worth of rewards. So 
timing this correctly is key.39. What is the maximum level of a gym? 

The biggest reported gym level thus far is 7, however we will update this as 
players get further into the game. 

40. Are there more Pokemon in active areas? 


Areas with more active users will tend to have higher spawn rates of Pokemon. If 
you can, get together in a group and head somewhere that’s more densely 
populated for a better Poke-haul.41. What other benefits are there to active 
locations? 

More frequently visited location tend to have more Pokestops, too, so you’ll be 
able to replenish your Pokeball supply faster. Plus, attaching a Lure to these stops 
gets more effective results for everyone around. 

41. Tips for catching Pokemon in Pokemon GO 

A trainer is nothing without its Pokemon. That's why it’s important to catch early 
and catch often. Here are a trainer's best tips for catching 'em all. 

42. Don't let the game waste your incense 

If you’re expending an incense, close the app and start again first for the same 
reason as the point above. There’s no point in using a valuable incense if no 
Pokemon are going to show up. 



43. Keep an eye on Pokemon footprints 


A list of nearby Pokemon will display in the lower right of you screen and if you 
tap on it, the proximity of the Pokemon to your location is defined by the number 
of footprints. The less the footprints, the close they are. As soon as there are no 
footprints, you can click on them to make them appear. 

44. Rustling grass doesn't always mean wild Pokemon 

You may be disappointed when rustling grass does not result in the discovering of 
a Wild Pokemon, but don’t give up. Search around the surrounding area as the 
rustling grass usually indicates that one is nearby, even if it is not in that exact 
location. 

45. Catch 'em quick 

The appearance of wild Pokemon is, at least in part, time-sensitive. If you see a 
Pokemon you want, don't waste any time catching it. 

46. Take your time 

When it is time to capture a Pokemon, you need to throw a Pokeball and score a 
direct hit. Each throw costs you one Pokeball, so missing is a big frustration 
(running out of Pokeballs when you're face to face with a Pokemon is even more of 
a pain). Be patient and take it slow. 

47. You will master your ball throwing skills 

If you have a problem at first scoring a direct hit with a Pokeball to capture a 
Pokemon, stick with it. You’ll be surprised by how quickly you get used to doing 
this and your success rate will soon rise to close to 100%. 

48. Being stylish helps 

If spin your Pokeball around with your finger before throwing, you can throw a 
curveball and gain additional experience points when the Pokemon is caught. Note: 
curving alters the trajectory of your throw, compensate by aiming to the left or 
right of the Pokemon (depending on the curve of your throw). 



49. Does distance matter when catching a Pokemon? 


Depth of field is a thing when you’re aiming your Pokeballs. For example, 
typically Zubats are further from the screen and require a bigger flicking motion to 
reach. Make sure to look consider the distance when you’re catching a Pokemon. 

50. Shut it down 


If you’re experiencing a curious lack of Pokemon, shut it down. Close the app and 
open it again. Extended use seems to cause an error where no Pokemon will 
appear, even in bustling areas. 

It's not all rainbows and unicorns. Sometimes your Pokemon will take serious 
damage. Here are some tips for getting your Pokemon fighting fit. 

51. Taking damage is permanent 

Damage done to a Pokemon during a gym battle is permanent; it does not 
regenerate, so be careful. 

52. Three wavs to heal 

There are three main ways of healing a Pokemon that has received damage; you 
can use a purple potion from your items. You can power up a Pokemon, which will 
restore one hit point. Evolving a Pokemon will also restore its health. 

53. Two ways to revive 

There are two main ways of reviving a fallen Pokemon; you can use a yellow 
potion, which will bring the critter back up to half-health. Alternatively you can 
evolve them, which not only revives the Pokemon, but does so with full health. 

54. Sacrifice your fallen Pokemon 

If you don’t or can’t revive or evolve a fallen Pokemon, click on the Pokeball. You 
can then select the Pokemon and then scroll down till you see transfer. Hitting 
transfer will remove your dead Pokemon, and give you one Candy of that 
Pokemon’s type in return. Note: This is only a good tactic if you've got duplicates 
of the fallen Pokemon and they're not particularly strong. Transferring your 
Pokemon to Professor Willow is permanent and you can never retrieve them. 



55. Levelling up gives you more item drops 


The frequency at which potions are dropped is tied into your level, while you can 
also receive them as a reward for levelling-up. Potions and revives are also 
commonly found at Pokestops. 

If you want to truly be the best like no one ever was, levelling up your party is 
essential. 

56. CP represents a Pokemon's power 

The CP of a Pokemon refers to its Combat Power, which defines how strong it is in 
respect to other Pokemon. 

57. How to increase CP 


It is possible to increase the CP of a Pokemon by powering-up with stardust, 
candies and training, but it will max out when the semicircle above the Pokemon is 
all white. 

58. Evolving your Pokemon to increase CP 

When you evolve your Pokemon, it becomes a more powerful version of that 
critter and as such, the maximum CP is increased. This is shown by the white semi- 
circle becoming larger. 

59. Always have an egg in the incubator 

As soon as you get an egg, make sure you put it in the incubator. If you tap on the 
Pokeball and then the Pokemon, you will see the Egg list in the top right. From 
here you can choose an incubator for the egg. 

60. Prioritise 10km eggs 

For an egg to crack open, you need to walk. Some eggs take 2km, some 5km and 
some 10km. The rarity of the Pokemon hatched depends on the distance travelled. 



61 . Speed up a hatch by taking a slow drive around your neighbourhood. You can 
cheat this by driving in a car at a low speed, like 20km/h. While this may not 
always be practical, if you plan on travelling at peak hour, leave the app open and 
let it accumulate while you are inching your way through traffic. 

62 . Be on the lookout for extra incubators 

You may get lucky and find an incubator at a Pokestop, which allows you to work 
on getting two eggs to crack at once. 

63 . Careful cracking that egg 

An incubator will only allow three attempts at cracking an egg before it breaks. 

64 . An easy way to incubate eggs 

Plug in your phone while you’re at work or sleeping and keep it in the battery 
saver mode. Occasionally your phone will recalibrate your GPS and this adds 
incremental distances to your travel total. In an hour, it’s not much, but over five 
hours or more it could be a few hundred kilometres. 



